
 

 

4 December 2020 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. Thank you again for your ongoing support 
and understanding during these difficult times. 
 
Clearly, it has been a challenging period, but I would like to start by congratulating our students 
on how well they have adapted to the circumstances.  As you know, the recent changes to 
guidance have meant an increase in the numbers of students and staff having to self-isolate, and 
as a result many lessons have been delivered remotely via Microsoft Teams. Student 
engagement and participation in these sessions has been pleasing and this is something that 
must continue as it will undoubtedly be a feature of our provision in the weeks ahead.  Students 
must also be reminded that remote lessons include PT, as regular contact with their Personal 
Tutor is an important part of our student pastoral support.  
 
As the weather turns colder, we would like to reiterate our advice for students to wear extra layers 
under their uniform. We continue to follow guidance that advises keeping windows and doors 
open where possible, so we want to ensure students take extra measures to stay warm. Staff will 
be mindful of any students with medical needs and will allow students to wear coats where 
necessary. A reminder that hoodies are not allowed, and on PE days, students must wear the 
correct Academy kit. 
 
If you have any queries or concerns, please direct them to your child’s Personal Tutor or Head of 
Year in the first instance. 
 
Support for families over Christmas 
 
We wanted to let you know about the support available to families over the Christmas period who 
would be entitled to Free School Meals.   
 
Sandwell Council has arranged for these families to receive food vouchers, worth £15 per child 
per week which has been launched via a partnership with Wonde.com.  These vouchers will be 
sent via text or email to mobile phones. If you do not have internet access on your mobile and are 
therefore unable to view the voucher, you can forward the message to someone who has and 
they can help you redeem the voucher. 
 
The process will be as follows: 
 
You will be sent a link which is from schoolvouchers.com. Click the link and choose which 
supermarket you would like an e-voucher for before pressing submit. Users will then be sent an 
e-voucher for their chosen supermarket. The expected turnaround is approximately 24 hours. 
 
If you have any questions about the message that you receive from schoolvouchers.com, or if 
you believe you should have received a message and have not had one, please contact Mrs 
Chapman at the Academy at JChapman@sandwellacademy.com or on 0121 525 1700. 
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Christmas jumpers 
 
We recognise that it has been a difficult year for lots of children worldwide. As such, we are 
extremely pleased to once again be supporting Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day on 
Friday December 11.  
 
Participation is open to all students and staff but is optional. Should students wish to participate, 
they should donate £1 via ParentPay prior to Friday 11 December 2020. Students will still be 
required to attend in normal Academy uniform but will be permitted to wear their Christmas jumper 
underneath their Academy blazer. 
 
Thank you again for your support. We are working hard to ensure our students have a positive, 
enjoyable and productive end of term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 

 
 


